


Acts 2:42–47 (NIV)  
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 

and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many 

wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All 
the believers were together and had everything in 

common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give 
to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued 

to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread 
in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 

hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those 

who were being saved.  



When Pastor Zac and I sat down to plan the sermon series for 2023 one of the 
things we both knew the church needed was to call people back to in-person 
gathering for worship, service, and spiritual growth. This was the origin of the 
“Come Together” series we now begin. All of you Beatles fans…you’re welcome for 
the title. Go ahead and sing it.  
  
In addition to a teaching series showing how God does his best work when people 
are together, we wanted to produce this devotional booklet you now hold. We 
reflected on the themes for each week’s sermon which originate in the passage 
from Acts 2:42-27. Five writers prepared six devotionals each, and what follows is a 
six-week devotional booklet with meditations for each weekday and a psalm for 
every Saturday. On Sundays, the content is covered as we “come together” in 
worship.  
  
May your heart be fuller, faith be deeper, and friendship in the church be greater 
after these weeks of coming together as a church.  

 

Yours in Christ,  

Pastor John 
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All Things in 
Common



Living Together in Unity 
Rev. Dr. John Fullerton 
Scripture: Psalm 133 

I was in a drum and bugle corps called the Black Knights in eight and ninth grades. We 
were good. We had respectable finishes at the annual Drum Corps International (DCI) 
competition. We travelled all summer by charter bus and performed in parades, at theme 
parks, and at other public events. Mostly, we travelled to competitions against other corps. 
The bus rides were times of singing, skits, rites of initiation, getting to know each other, 
and good fun. We were a drum corps of strangers at the beginning of the year, but by the 
end of DCI, we were a unified group of friends on a mission to win competitions.  
  
Psalm 133 was a song sung by travelers. This was one of a collection of pilgrim songs 
sung by groups on the way to Jerusalem. When you travel together, eat together, sing 
together, and have Passover in Jerusalem together as the culmination of all of it, you get 
close. You get unified. The psalm speaks of the unity. “How good and pleasant it is…” The 
Lord blesses it.  
  
At this church, we are a group of travelers who sing together, eat together, and are on a 
mission together. At least we are called to do those things. The hope for 2023 is that 
where we have fallen away from being together, we will commit to togetherness in 
anticipation of the unity it brings. How good and pleasant it will be for all of us!  
  
Prayer:  
Eternal God, inspire us to find meaning and joy in being together. As we do so, let us 
experience what the psalmist said, that good and pleasant life as a people united in 
mission and ministry. Amen.  



Training for Unity 
Josh Schweitzer, Director of Student Life Ministries 
Scripture: Ephesians 4:1-4 

In Acts we get a snapshot of what the early church looked like, and one of the phrases that 
has stuck in my mind is that the early church had “everything in common.” It then 
proceeds to explain how this commonness or unity drove them to love each other in 
sacrificial ways and draw outsiders to the Gospel and church family.  
  
Having been in the church my whole life, I know that unity is far harder to produce than we 
would think. Just receiving salvation doesn’t bring this about. How does the church truly 
become unified in spirit and truth and not just in doctrine? 
  
Paul gives us some clues in our Ephesians passage. We start with recognizing we’re one 
body and one spirit. In America, we tend to think individually, so from the start we must 
die to this idea and embrace the newness of being part of a spiritual family that is 
interdependent upon God and each other. Peace, humility, gentleness, and patience must 
be things we’re daily seeking the Holy Spirit for with the aim of unleashing these aspects 
into our church family. It is this new family formation that Paul calls a worthy life.  
  
This is not something that comes easily or automatically. We must work for unity. We must 
wake up each day asking the Holy Spirit how we can love our church family. We must 
strive to ask for the transformation from individuality into unity. We need God’s 
transformative love. 
  
Prayer:  
Holy Spirit, everything in us desires to be self-absorbed and worried about our own 
families and lives. Yet you have called us to something bigger, better, and more 
overwhelming! It is impossible for us to do this on our own; we need you, Lord. Make us 
into people who strive for unity and love our church family with your sacrificial love. Mold 
us into your likeness, Lord, Amen. 
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Everything is the Lord’s 
Dr. Jennifer Voigt, Modern Worship Arts Director 
Scripture: Psalm 24:1-2  

We often find ourselves in a state of selfishness and blindness. We grip our independence 
and self-reliance with clinched fists and prideful hearts, forgetting that our God inhabits all 
of creation and is the source of every good thing. We cry out when something is taken 
away and become calloused and insulted when asked for our resources or time. As A.W. 
Tozer states, “Men have now by nature no peace within their hearts, for God is crowned 
there no longer, but there in the moral dusk, stubborn and aggressive usurpers fight 
among themselves for first place on the throne.”  
  
If we are honest with ourselves, comfort rather than Christ sits on that throne more often 
than not. Yet, Christ did not value his comfort over the needs of those he loved, and self-
reliance was far from his mind as he consistently bent to the will of the Father. Something 
truly incredible happens when we really buy into the fact that everything is his. We move 
and interact differently. We provide for one another. We share not just resources and time, 
but in each others joy and pain. Suddenly the loss that seemed too great becomes 
overshadowed by seeing the joy in one another. We are surrounded by the fullness of 
who God is, and we get the incredible blessing of being the light of Christ to one another. 
Let’s make it a goal this year to lean on one another more and be the family that God 
intended! 
  
Prayer:  
Father, forgive us our clinched fists and prideful hearts. Help us to remember that you are 
the source of every good thing, providing for us and connecting us through your gracious 
love, which we are called to show one another. Help us to truly live together and rely on 
you! 



Identification and Generosity  
Rev. Dr. Paul Suich, Parish Counselor 
Scripture: Luke 3:7-14; Isaiah 58:6-12 

Luke tells us that those who placed their trust in Jesus were “together and had all 
things in common.” That begs the question, with whom do you identify? Alfred 
Adler was an early psychotherapist who coined the term Gemeinshchaftsgefül, 
meaning the sense that we are in this together, we have a commonality. We don’t 
have it with people from “other” groups.  

When terrorists attacked on 9/11, Americans became one. Within the year, we were 
right back to being divided. Now we can scarcely talk about politics without 
loathing our neighbors who wear the wrong color shirt. 
In this passage, Christians have Gemeinshchaftsgefül and they (although most are 
very poor) share their meager possessions whenever there is a need. Later, in the 
city of Corinth, they divided into groups, each feeling superior to the other.  

We share when we identify with someone, and when we turn our eyes to avoid 
seeing, we don’t share. The scarcity is inside us, not in our wallets. When we see a 
fellow human suffering, we are moved with compassion, and we move toward 
them. We bear burdens when we connect. 

Yes, there is a big difference between empathic connection and rescuing. Unless 
you are God, rescuing leads to dependency and frustration. Empathy leads to 
respect and growth. May God guide us into healthy spirituality. 
  
Prayer:  
Gracious God, may we see our neighbor, see the need, and share our possessions and 
food because we are one with those in need. Our empathy and ability to identify with 
those who suffer regulates our generosity. Teach us to give as you have given to us. Amen. 

5



The United Church 
Rev. Dr. Zac McGowen 
Scripture: Philippians 2:1-11 

Historians and grammarians have noted that prior to the Civil War, there was little use of 
the singular when referring to the United States. It was almost always, “the United States 
are…” Once the guns were laid aside and the cannons ceased firing, slowly, it became 
“the United States is…” The horrors of that conflict made the united in the United States 
important.  
  
When Paul writes to the newly formed congregation in Philippi in Philippians 2, it wasn’t 
the conflict of a war but the reminder of the conflict Christ had endured with death itself 
that was the basis for their unity. It was unity that was focused on their common love, their 
common spirit, and their common mind. This doesn’t mean that in with a congregation of 
God’s people there is no diversity, of opinion or outlook; on the contrary, we are brought 
together from a wide range of backgrounds, and we should strive to include even greater 
diversity. This unity does mean that in the face of diversity it is the bonds of Christ and his 
love which compels us. So we are to share with one another, encourage one another, 
sacrifice for one another, and serve one another, thereby bearing witness to the power of 
Jesus and his love for us.  
  
We can only do this together. Unity is not an individual pursuit. By definition, it can’t be. So 
our calling is to pursue unity, together.  
  
Prayer:  
Gracious God, you who made us all to be reflections of your image and glory, help me to 
be a person who pursues unity in the church. Enable me to be creative in how I express 
my individual outlook and opinion, so that I am not a source of division but of 
encouragement and love. Remind me of the humility of Jesus who gave up the glories of 
heaven for my sake and for the sake of the Church that I may be passionately motivated to 
seek its good. In Jesus name. Amen. 



Psalm 84 
NIV 

1 How lovely is your dwelling place, 
LORD Almighty! 
2 My soul yearns, even faints, 
for the courts of the LORD; 
my heart and my flesh cry out 
for the living God. 
3 Even the sparrow has found a home, 
and the swallow a nest for herself, 
where she may have her young— 
a place near your altar, 
LORD Almighty, my King and my God. 
4 Blessed are those who dwell in your 
house; 
they are ever praising you. 
5 Blessed are those whose strength is in 
you, 
whose hearts are set on pilgrimage. 
6 As they pass through the Valley of Baka, 
they make it a place of springs; 
the autumn rains also cover it with pools. 
7 They go from strength to strength, 
till each appears before God in Zion. 
8 Hear my prayer, LORD God Almighty; 
listen to me, God of Jacob. 
9 Look on our shield, O God; 
look with favor on your anointed one. 
10 Better is one day in your courts 
than a thousand elsewhere; 
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house 
of my God 
than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; 
the LORD bestows favor and honor; 
no good thing does he withhold 
from those whose walk is blameless. 
12 LORD Almighty, 
blessed is the one who trusts in you. 
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Teaching 
Together



Devoted to Teaching  
Rev. Dr. John Fullerton 
Scripture: 1 Timothy 4:13 

In 2013, I sat in the ruins of a synagogue in the village of Chorazim near the Sea of Galilee 
in northern Israel. This synagogue had a “Moses seat,” something akin to the bench at 
which a judge sits in modern courtrooms. The teachers of the law and Pharisees or other 
dignitaries would sit on this seat during synagogue worship. As they sat there, they would 
see someone open the scrolls on which the Hebrew Scripture, our Old Testament, was 
written. They may have taught on the passages themselves or watched as someone else 
did. It was part of what they did every time they got together.  
  
When the early church leader Paul sent instructions for the life of faith to his young friend 
Timothy, he told Timothy to “devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to 
preaching and to teaching.” Public reading of Scripture, preaching, and teaching. When 
we gather on Sunday mornings, these three are a part of every gathering. It is what we do 
as the people of God.   
  
Watching online is a helpful accommodation for those who can’t physically make it to 
church for worship, but it not the same. Being in person matters. It is the difference 
between watching a ball game on television and being there. The experience is 
qualitatively better in person. The call is to come together in person for the “public 
reading of Scripture,” preaching, and teaching.  
  
Prayer:   
Almighty God, our great teacher and guide, inspire our preachers to be faithful 
interpreters of the Scriptures. Inspire all of us to be attentive listeners to the Scriptures as 
taught. Inspire us all to be together in person for that teaching. Amen.  



Make Me Hungry for Your Word, Lord 
Josh Schweitzer, Director of Student Life Ministries 
Scripture: Jeremiah 15:16 

When I read this passage from Jeremiah, I see someone who is hungry, almost starving for 
God’s word. In this scriptural feast, Jeremiah is filled with joy and delight. Does your heart 
echo this desire? Is God’s Word a feast for you? 
  
This isn’t the only time that Scripture uses eating or nourishment to paint a spiritual reality. 
Jesus revealed that he is the bread of life coming out of heaven. he is the living bread, 
and he is the bread that gives life. If we eat him, we have part with Him, but if we don’t, we 
don’t have part with him. The flesh profits nothing – it is the Spirit who gives life; the words 
which the Lord speaks to us are spirit and are life.  
  
It is the nourishment we have craved our entire lives without knowing. It is an insatiable 
hunger that only the Spirit can fill. Without it, we are dead to life. 
  
To be honest, reading God’s Word doesn’t always fill me with joy or delight. There are 
times I find myself skimming the passages or forgetting immediately what I just read. 
Once more, we must battle against the lethargy of the spirit and dulling power of sin and 
ask the Holy Spirit to make his Word come alive to us! I must return to the place where I 
am desperate for his life-giving Word. In this hunger and seeking is where I will find his joy 
and delight. 
  
Prayer:  
God, my heart is often blind, weak, and distracted, but how I desire to crave your Word! I 
know that it is your Word that gives life. It is the source of all joy and delight. So, help me, 
Holy Spirit, to truly hunger for it. Create in me a desire to seek, understand, and obey your 
every word. Amen. 
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Willing to Learn Together  
Dr. Jennifer Voigt, Modern Worship Arts Director 
Scripture: Psalm 25:4-5  

I have been reminding myself almost daily in my prayer time that those who seek the Lord 
will find him. It’s easy to take this at surface level. We didn’t know the Lord, then we 
learned about him, sought him, and now we’ve found him, case closed. But the fullness of 
who He is can never be completely known. he is deeper and more complex than anything 
I can fathom. We get in trouble when think we have things figured out and our thoughts 
become set in stone. We allow no room for the Lord to open our eyes to a new facet of 
himself or expand our minds on the meaning of the Word.  
  
Some of the most incredible moments of growth in my life are the times when I finally just 
accepted that my thoughts needed to be changed and my mind opened. It’s beautiful 
that learning is a characteristic of the early Church-- a hunger for knowledge of the Lord 
and growth in the Spirit. It is my goal this year to hunger for that knowledge too, not just in 
a formal and factual way, but to truly long to have my mind and heart expanded. Let’s lean 
into our faith family this year in a way that allows our relationships to help challenge and 
sharpen one another. 
  
Prayer:  
God, in your mercy, forgive our pride. Convict us with the presence of your Holy Spirit. 
Help us to be grateful for discipline and to hunger to be changed as we learn more and 
more about who you are and your love for us.  



Devoted to the Apostles’ Teaching 
Rev. Dr. Paul Suich, Parish Counselor 
Scripture: John 14:25-26; Deuteronomy 4:1-2 

What are you devoted to? We are pretty devoted to eating three times per day, pretty 
devoted to wearing clothes, and bathing regularly. The early Christians were devoted to 
the teachings of those who had been with Jesus. At first, this was oral tradition-- men and 
women who had been with Jesus and now were appointed to teach others the essentials 
of the kingdom of heaven and a way to understand the Scriptures (think Old Testament). 
Soon, there were written letters to churches that gave understanding and instruction, the 
four accounts of Jesus’ life, and finally, the Revelation given to John.  

The teachings of the Apostles rooted the early Christians in the message of Jesus as the 
gospel spread into new cultures. They give us a connection with what Jesus taught and 
how he interacted from his birth to his resurrection,  to look at the reality of who we are 
and how we relate, and to consider the teachings of God in the Old Testament.  

The Apostle John says that as little children in the faith, we are devoted to Jesus because 
he has forgiven our sins; as young adults, because we are overcoming the challenges of 
evil; as mature believers because we know the One who is from the beginning. The 
teachings of the Apostles guide us to forgiveness as the core of our identity, to the 
overcoming of brokenness, and the transcendent joy of knowing God.  

May we flame each other’s devotion to the teachings of the Apostles. 
  
Prayer:  
God of all faithfulness, you are devoted to our care; may we come to be devoted to 
having our lives shaped by You. We commend ourselves to the teachings of the Apostles: 
to regularly consider them, to meditate upon them, to confess our sins, to share what we 
have learned- to be devoted.  
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Teaching and the Glory of God 
Rev. Dr. Zac McGowen 
Scripture: Exodus 33:12-19 

A handful of denominations value an educated clergy. The churches not only encourage, 
but require that their ministers have been taught the nuances of biblical language, history, 
theology, and ministry so they can lead and teach from a place of understanding. The 
education is part of the Holy Spirit’s work to make sure the Church is devoted to God’s 
Word and not human invention. In essence, we admit that we are ill-equipped on our own 
to understand all that God has revealed to us in Scripture and in the world, so we need 
men and women who devote themselves diving more deeply into these mysteries. 
  
In Exodus 33, Moses was at a point of crisis: the people he had been charged with leading 
were consistently complaining, and they had just committed the heinous sin of idolatry 
with the golden calf. Moses knew he needed to be taught, so he asked the Lord to show 
him God’s way. “Teach me and show me your glory,” he says. What God says next is 
particularly interesting because he points to his goodness and his compassion. In the face 
of the people’s greatest failure, God taught them what was most important -- his mercy on 
them. 
  
The very thing that distinguishes God’s people is that we understand the grace of God. 
This is what the early Church was concerned about in their teaching ministry, and it is what 
we strive to understand today. Being devoted to the teaching ministry of the church 
means rallying around the good news of Jesus Christ and how this grace-filled message 
calls us to be more effective witnesses to that grace in the world.  
  
Prayer:  
God of Abraham, Moses, and David, you have been gracious to your people for 
generations. Open my heart and mind that I would better comprehend the ways you have 
shown your mercy to me. Make me a faithful to the teaching ministry in my church that 
together your people would be wise in a world of foolishness. Give me a passion to learn 
more about you so that I may be transformed by your Word. This I pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 



Psalm 19 
NIV 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God; 
the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
2 Day after day they pour forth speech; 
night after night they reveal knowledge. 
3 They have no speech, they use no words; 
no sound is heard from them. 
4 Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, 
their words to the ends of the world. 
In the heavens God has pitched a tent for 
the sun. 
5 It is like a bridegroom coming out of his 
chamber, 
like a champion rejoicing to run his course. 
6 It rises at one end of the heavens 
and makes its circuit to the other; 
nothing is deprived of its warmth. 
7 The law of the LORD is perfect, 
refreshing the soul. 
The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, 
making wise the simple. 
8 The precepts of the LORD are right, 
giving joy to the heart. 
The commands of the LORD are radiant, 
giving light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of the LORD is pure, 
enduring forever. 
The decrees of the LORD are firm, 
and all of them are righteous. 
10 They are more precious than gold, 
than much pure gold; 
they are sweeter than honey, 

than honey from the honeycomb. 
11 By them your servant is warned; 
in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 But who can discern their own errors? 
Forgive my hidden faults. 
13 Keep your servant also from willful sins; 
may they not rule over me. 
Then I will be blameless, 
innocent of great transgression. 
14 May these words of my mouth and this 
meditation of my heart 
be pleasing in your sight, 
LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.
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Fellowship 
Together



Fellowship with God Comes First   
Rev. Dr. John Fullerton 
Scripture: 1 John 1:5-7 

I continue to marvel at the fact that we modern people, now in the year 2023, are still 
compelled by and follow a small-town itinerant preacher named Jesus from a corner 
country in the vast Roman Empire. I think of everyone I know who is in the church, from 
every age and demographic category, and the one single unifying fact of our church is 
shared faith in Jesus Christ. We all put our trust in him and seek to follow him as leader of 
our lives and forgiver of our sins, or, in classic language, as Lord and Savior. 
  
That’s it. That’s what unites us. Not our jobs or families or shared hobbies. Our faith in 
Jesus unites us with an unbreakable and eternal bond.  
  
When the follower of Jesus named John wrote about fellowship among the believers, he 
said it doesn’t start with shared interests. It starts with shared faith. He used the image of 
God as light and us walking in the light. As we do that, as we walk in the light, as we reject 
the life of darkness meaning sin and evil, we are united with God and each other. Our 
unity begins and ends with God.  
  
Come together, as this series is asking us to do. Get back to in-person Bible study, 
worship, serving, and mission work. Even as you do, when you look around, remember 
that what bonds you tightly with the others you see is your shared faith.  
  
Prayer:   
Heavenly Father, you are light. In you there is no darkness. How good it is you call us to 
walk in the light. May we be shown what darkness looks like and reject and avoid it. Let us 
be found fully united in your Son Jesus Christ. Amen.  



The Goodness of Togetherness 
Josh Schweitzer, Director of Student Life Ministries 
Scripture: Hebrews 10:24-25 

The New Testament word for "fellowship," koinonia, expresses the idea of being together 
for mutual benefit. The Hebrews passage shares this idea and gives us two reasons 
fellowship with other believers is important. One, because it helps express love to one 
another. Two, it encourages good works. 
  
I get the opportunity to train students in lifting weights and building muscle. Although 
they could do this on their own, I know the truth of it. Without a coach or mentor to push, 
encourage and challenge, most of them would quit in a few months. A lack of discipline or 
distractedness grasps us all. I would go a step further and say that we weren’t designed to 
do life alone. Not even lifting weights! A gym buddy or trainer will push you further than 
you’d be willing to go alone and get you to the next level. It’s no different in the spiritual 
realm. 
  
God wired us to be interdependent, and therefore fellowship is reflection of his 
purposeful creation. It reflects being made in a triune God’s image. I need you to love me 
in the way Christ would, and I need to love you in the same way. I need to be in a group of 
people who model Christ-dedication, joy, and passion. I need others to show me new and 
exciting ways to do good works in the world around me. We were made for this 
accountability, and what a joy it is! 

Prayer:  
Thank you, Jesus, for the Church of believers! I would be nowhere in my faith without 
them. How good it is to be around others who crave your word and desire to obey you! 
May I be a Holy Spirit-filled Christian who shares your love with other believers. God, may 
you inspire us together to do more good works in our community, for your sake! Amen. 
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Worshiping Together  
Dr. Jennifer Voigt, Modern Worship Arts Director 
Scripture: Hebrews 10:24-25 

 It is easy for us to pull away from fellowship and to isolate. We live in a world that places 
too high a value on independence. World events have created new habits and barriers to 
fellowship. Technology has made it simple to slowly step back and adopt a consumer 
mentality to worship and our faith. What do I want to see and hear? What events do I want 
to be entertained by? Why start my day earlier on the weekend when I can worship on 
demand with any service I choose? Sometimes this creeps into our minds without us even 
seeing it until it is rooted into our thoughts and our routine. 
  
The truth is, it is a lot easier for the enemy to distract us from the Lord when we are 
isolated. But when we enter the house of the Lord every week, whether it’s Sunday, 
Wednesday, or Thursday, we get to experience Christ in one another. We rest in His 
comfort when Jackie shares prayer and words of encouragement. We are challenged in 
our thoughts when Brian stops us in our tracks with one of his authentic and pointed 
questions of faith. We are filled with joy when we see our kids’ eyes light up because they 
get to spend time with their church friends and when we see our own members giving 
their hearts and careful musical preparation to help surround us with the love of the Lord 
in worship. What a challenging and intensely beautiful place to be! 
  
Prayer:  
God, thank you for building such a complex and beautiful family here at First Presbyterian 
Church. Though the world will try to pull us away, may your presence be a magnet that 
continues to draw us back to this family and gently reminds us of your unending love and 
commitment to us! 



Devoted to the Fellowship 
Rev. Dr. Paul Suich, Parish Counselor 
Scripture: Psalm 133; 1 Corinthians 12:4-8 

Carl Jung described the personality traits of introversion and extroversion. Introverts 
begin with their interior world and then turn outward. Extroverts begin with their exterior 
world and then turn inward. Introverts are famous for having fewer friends but great depth. 
Extroverts typically have more acquaintances but don’t naturally “go deep.” Here is the 
riddle: Which is more devoted to fellowship? 

It's a trick question. They are two sides of the same coin. Fellowship involves both breadth 
and depth. There is space in the church for both introverts and extroverts! My wife and I 
began as polar opposites: she jealously guarded our time at home and I zealously 
pursued engaging with other Christians in small groups. forty years later, we have met in 
the middle and traded roles. Now she keeps us in touch with friends and I am the one to 
stay home. 

The Greek word in Acts translated as fellowship has the central meaning of sharing. It is 
not attendance only (although you do need to show up), it is engagement. It is each part 
of the body making a contribution and being strengthened.  

Engagement is an essential element of a life of faith. Whether you are an introvert or 
extrovert, bring your strengths to the table. 

  
Prayer:  
God of Diversity and Engagement, teach us to value coming together to genuinely care 
for and share with one another the various gifts we have. Sometimes we feel opposite of 
one another, and our gifts pull us in different directions. Though we are different, teach us 
how to move together.  
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A Contribution to Fellowship  
Rev. Dr. Zac McGowen 
Scripture: Romans 15:26-27 

When I was a teenager, the youth group I was part of was called “Koinonia”. There was a 
time when many churches employed that word to describe small group ministries, 
children’s ministries, potluck dinner ministries, and more. It’s an appropriate term because 
it’s the Greek word often translated as “fellowship” and the one used in Acts 2:42 to 
describe the relationships the early believers had with each other. As I understood it then, 
it was about building a sense of community and relational openness.  
  
What is interesting is that the word “koinonia” is broader and deeper than I knew back 
then. In Romans 15:22ff, Paul is making some closing remarks about his intentions to visit 
the congregations in Rome on his way to Spain, but before he can make it there Paul has 
to go to Jerusalem. The churches there are experiencing an extremely difficult time, and 
many of the congregations he has visited have offered support. In verse 26, he specifically 
calls attention to the churches in Macedonia and Achaia -- churches located in modern 
day Greece -- they too have made contributions. It’s that word “contributions” which 
comes from the same word “koinonia” -- fellowship. Macedonia and Achaia are hundreds 
of miles from Jerusalem and many of the members of those congregations would never 
have visited Jerusalem, but it is the koinonia built in Acts 2:42 that prompts their support.  
  
Fellowship, true fellowship, doesn’t just happen. It is something which has to be built by 
the contributions of everyone in the congregation. This means contributions of time and 
energy. This means contributions of monetary resources to help others who are on the 
financial edge or to support the work of other Christian groups committed to acts of 
mercy and justice. The question each follower of Jesus Christ has to ask is, “How am I 
contributing to the fellowship of the congregation?” The strength of the Church is 
determined by our individual contributions to its fellowship.  
  
Prayer:  
Holy God of love, as I strive to draw closer to you, help me to be a person who draws 
closer to others. Create in me a heart which is open to others and desires a deep and 
lasting relationship. Let me be open-handed in my contributions to the building of that 
fellowship, and let the shared love of your church be a light in the darkness of this world. 
In Jesus name. Amen. 



Psalm 133 
NIV 

1 How good and pleasant it is 
when God’s people live together in unity! 
2 It is like precious oil poured on the head, 
running down on the beard, 
running down on Aaron’s beard, 
down on the collar of his robe. 
3 It is as if the dew of Hermon 
were falling on Mount Zion. 
For there the LORD bestows his blessing, 
even life forevermore.
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Breaking 
Bread 

Together



The Bread of Life   
Rev. Dr. John Fullerton 
Scripture: John 6:35 

I want us to be a church full of spiritual live oak trees. If I say that to someone living in 
Florida who see live oak trees everywhere, they will understand the meaning. The pastor 
wants his church to be full of people who grow stronger and stronger in faith, growing 
deep roots in the Word of God, and planting seeds, acorns, in the soil so new live oaks 
can be grown. “Live oaks” is a metaphor for spiritual maturity.  
  
Jesus used many metaphors to describe himself. One of them was bread. He is the “bread 
of life,” as the gospel of John notes. Like the live oak image, words help explain the 
symbolic meaning. Bread is food for the body that keeps it alive. Jesus is what is needed 
to keep souls filled with life. Bread provides satisfaction for physical hunger. Jesus 
provides permanent satisfaction for the human desire of life.  
  
The early church understood Jesus to be the source of permanent satisfaction for the 
desires of the human heart. When they came to the meal table and especially as they had 
the sacred feast we called the Lord’s Supper, they affirmed that Jesus was the source of all 
they were after in life.  
  
Beginning in January 2023, the Session of this church, our board of elders, decided we 
will have the Lord’s Supper in all services on the first Sunday of each month. Come 
together in person on those days and find satisfaction for the desires of your heart.  
  
Prayer:   
Nourishing and providing God, bring us to dinner tables and communion tables as 
Christians united in Jesus Christ. Feed us the satisfying bread of life. Send us out from 
these times of sitting together stronger and more faithful for your sake and glory. Amen.  



The Mission of the Dinner Table  
Josh Schweitzer, Director of Student Life Ministries 
Scripture: Luke 14:1, 7-14 

It seems like the days of sitting down together and sharing a meal have gone by the 
wayside for most families, but it is something we were made for. There is an intimacy that 
comes from sharing food together. It might be the only time family members or friends 
have where they can sit in the same space and have real conversations. 
  
In Jesus’ ministry we see him going to many feasts and parties, breaking bread with his 
disciples and even being criticized for who he eats with. Jesus didn’t just meet and preach 
in public spaces; he met in the most intimate space a person could: around the dinner 
table. It is in this space, not the synagogue, that Jesus shares his last meal with those 
closest to him. 

The dinner table is shown to be something more than familial camaraderie in the Luke 
passage. Jesus explains how it can be used to serve others. He reveals that this place of 
intimacy and joy and feasting should be missional. That this is the perfect pinnacle for 
bringing in the marginalized, the ostracized and others who are despised by culture. It is 
here that we set up others to be loved and cared for and bring them into a space reserved 
normally for family and those closest. Not just feeding the poor but bringing them into 
friendship. 
  
It makes a lot of sense that one of those last images we’re given of eternity is the Feast of 
the Lamb. 
  
Prayer:  
Father, may our tables be filled with people whom others have forgotten, despised, and 
tossed aside. May we gather others into our living spaces to love them, feed them and 
share friendship with them. Holy Spirit, let us mirror the intimacy you have granted to 
outsiders and sinners such as us, and do the same for our community. Amen. 

26



Doing Life Together  
Dr. Jennifer Voigt, Modern Worship Arts Director 
Scripture: Psalm 133 

Though it’s not always easy, it is important for us to dwell together. We were designed to 
live in community. Still, conflicts arise naturally, and it becomes difficult to navigate our 
relationships as we experience wounding, and wound each other in return. 
  
Learning to develop and then practice compassion and mercy is hard, as we watch one 
another grow and mature in the Lord. It is his example alone that gives us guidance. 
Doing life together is messy. It is not just putting on a joyful appearance once a week at 
service. It is also being able to walk in with tears and having family ready to sit down 
beside you in the pain and confusion. It’s showing grace as someone finds the Lord on 
their own timeline and experiences sanctification at their own pace. It is leaning into 
discipleship together and learning from one another, as iron sharpens iron. I’m so grateful 
that the Lord allows space for our messiness as we learn how to be in fellowship with one 
another. What a gift each of you are to us! 
  
Prayer:  
Gracious Father, thank you for being patient with us as we learn how to be Jesus to one 
another. Thank you for our First Presbyterian Church family; let our time together truly be 
a fragrant oil on our heads and a source of life for us!    



Devoted to Breaking Bread 
Rev. Dr. Paul Suich, Parish Counselor 
Scripture: Isaiah 55:1-5; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

In modern times, when we reflect on the Lord’s Supper, we debate whether Jesus is 
the bread, is present in the bread, or whether the bread is symbolic of his presence.  

In the first century, there was no such debate. They devoted themselves to what we 
today call, Communion. As they ate the bread and drank from the cup, they 
proclaimed their faith in Jesus who overcame death and promised the same for his 
brothers and sisters in the faith. To the first generation of Christians, most of whom 
were poor, this memorial meal was where the spiritual became real. They were 
devoted to eating, drinking, and proclaiming the reality of Jesus.  

They expected his return. They faced periodic, fierce persecutions for identifying 
with Jesus, and many were killed for their faith. They were devoted to the breaking 
of the bread. 

Twenty centuries later, the breaking of bread is daily for a few, but many Christians 
may go years or decades without celebrating at the Lord’s Table. It is optional. It has 
become relegated in some circles to a myriad of rituals. 

At the Lord’s Table, we join with all believers in proclaiming Jesus. At the Lord’s 
Table we have a foretaste of the great banquet to come. At the Lord’s Table we 
make Jesus’ body, offered for us, to be our food, and his blood, the new covenant 
for the forgiveness of sins, to be our drink. Our grandparents thought it was worth 
devoting themselves to breaking of bread. Perhaps we should join them. 
  
Prayer:  
God of the healthiest diet, thank you for giving us premium nutritional food without cost. 
Forgive us for eating junk food, skipping dinner, and then complaining about fatigue. The 
next time you call us for supper, we will be there. Amen.  
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The Sacred Potluck  
Rev. Dr. Zac McGowen 
Scripture: Mark 14:12-26 

As a preacher’s kid, I was all too familiar with the church potluck. The sweet ladies from the 
church brought their offerings of potato salad, ambrosia salad, Jell-O salad, green bean 
casserole, macaroni and cheese, bread pudding, and an assortment of other dishes, desserts, or 
punches. Everyone had a specialty, and everyone was particularly proud of what they brought. 
Being a preacher’s kid, I felt a sense of obligation to take a little bit of everything, even if the 
dish in front of me was an odd shade of green. Those meals were fun, energetic, and sacred.  
  
It’s always been interesting to me that one of the accusations against Jesus during his ministry 
was that he was a “glutton and drunk” (Matthew 11:19). It wasn’t because he was actually a 
drunk and over-eater, but because he was consistently having meals and parties with people. 
When he institutes one of the Sacraments of the church, Holy Communion, it is a meal, and this 
meal is a reminder of a much earlier meal: the Passover feast of the Exodus. All of this then 
reminds us that when Christ returns we will all share in the great banquet of heaven (Isaiah 25:6; 
Revelation 19:7-9;). 
  
This is why eating and drinking have been central to the life of the Church since the beginning. 
The visceral act of sharing a meal prompts people to share themselves, make memories, laugh, 
and remember that they are to enjoy life. Something in our western, lightning-paced, calorie-
counting culture, has lost the joy of eating. The food is fast and so the relationships are fleeting. 
But as God’s people we are to “taste and see that the Lord is good” (Psalm 34:8), and be 
reminded that a meal shared in the presence of one another is life-giving and points forward to 
the heavenly potluck we will share in eternity.  
  
Prayer:  
Joyful God of the harvest who provides for every meal we eat, whether it is at a drive-thru 
window or around a family table, thank you for the gift of dining together. Forgive me when I 
balk at the need to slow down and savor time with you and with your people. Forgive me when I 
forget that you came eating and drinking in order to demonstrate the importance breaking 
bread with those around you. Give me opportunities to pause with others in the community and 
share breakfasts, lunches, and dinners that we may better share life together. In Jesus name. 
Amen. 



Psalm 23 
NIV 

1 The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
he leads me beside quiet waters, 
3 he refreshes my soul. 
He guides me along the right paths 
for his name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk 
through the darkest valley, 
I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, 
they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; 
my cup overflows. 
6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me 
all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD 
forever.
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The Prayer of Faith   
Rev. Dr. John Fullerton 
Scripture: James 5:13-16 

Every Wednesday evening, one of the most important and little-known ministries of this 
church takes place in our chapel. A group gathers for prayer. I became convinced about 
six months ago that praying together needed to be one of the highest priorities of the 
church. So, I published the invitation to all, and we have been praying together since.   
  
The first evening five people showed up. I told the group, “Don’t be disappointed. Jesus 
changed the entire world with twelve people. Five people fully devoted to prayer will 
positively impact on our church and community.” That number has grown, but here is 
what is important: we pray with great faith. I hand out a weekly prayer guide which has my 
own prayer priorities for the week, known individual needs, names of church ministries 
and leaders, governmental elected leaders, and ministry partners. And then we don’t talk 
about prayer. We pray. Abundantly. Fervently. Since we have begun this, something has 
shifted in our church for the good. I sense a quiet renewal in our church. God is doing 
new things. 
  
James wrote that “the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will 
raise them up.” He went on to say that “The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 
effective.” If you notice the context, they were praying together, not by themselves. In fact, 
most of the time in Scripture, prayer is done together.  
  
Let us be the church committed to praying together. Join us.  
  
Prayer:   
Lord, help me to pray more. Inspire me to pray with others. Help me to know who I am in 
Christ, to be inspired by your presence, to know your Word so I can pray it, and to pray for 
my needs and those of others. Amen.  



Powerless Against the Enemy without Prayer  
Josh Schweitzer, Director of Student Life Ministries 
Scripture: Ephesians 6:18 

I have always loved this question from Corrie Ten Boom: “Is prayer your steering wheel or 
your spare tire?” If we’re being honest with ourselves, a great many of us struggle with 
prayer. In my many conversations with Christians, this is the one habit that seems to slip by 
us. Yet, it is the battery to the Christian life. Without it, we’re powerless, anxious, 
purposeless, and have the tendency to slip back into habitual sin.  
  
Prayer is the primary way we connect to our Heavenly Father outside of the Bible. It’s how 
we share intimacy with him, request needs we have, seek forgiveness, and shower 
thankfulness and gratitude. It’s the power source of our faith and we are nothing without 
it. But for so many, it is something we think of last or only utilize when our  
“tires” deflate in life. Furthermore, community prayer has become awkward or something 
to be avoided at all costs.  
  
Paul reminds us in Ephesians 6 that we not only need to be consistent and persistent in 
prayer, but the context is that we have an enemy that is ready to pounce once we’re not 
connected to Christ. Since prayer is the only defense and offense we have as believers, 
then we will be crushed by the enemy without it. Our brothers and sisters too will be 
shaken by the enemy without our linking arms in community prayer. It’s not just the 
steering force of our lives, but the very protection against forces far more powerful than 
us. 
  
Prayer: 
Holy Spirit, give us a desire to pray more! Transform us from inward-thinking individuals 
into people who love gathering in prayer. May we desire the unity of coming together in 
powerlessness and seeking our great God who can do ALL things. May we never shirk the 
calling of prayer in solitude and prayer with others. Amen.  
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Together and Without Ceasing  
Dr. Jennifer Voigt, Modern Worship Arts Director 
Scripture: Acts 4:23-31 and the Psalms 

Praying with others is not something that comes easily for all of us. Sure, there are times 
when we can emulate Jesus well, pull away into a quiet place, and turn our eyes back to 
God. But, ask us to lead a prayer in front of a room full of people, and we start to sweat. 
Our minds spin through thoughts of “What should I say?” “What if I accidentally say 
something incorrect that misrepresents my faith?” “What if I blank?” I’m ashamed of how 
many times a friend shared a struggle with me, and my response was, “I’m praying for 
you…” you know, later on, when it’s convenient, if I remember.  
  
Yet, we are called to pray in community, and not just after a well-thought out, rehearsed, 
devotion prep, but in those hard gritty moments that just pop out of nowhere. He wants 
us to run to him first, together. The early church did this (as is evident in Acts 4) and God 
heard them and responded. They prayed in community and with expectation. The Psalms 
were meant for prayer in community and filled with lament, confession, praise, and 
gratitude. Let’s take advantage of each beautiful opportunity to be authentic and 
expectant as we prayer together 
  
Prayer:  
God, make us hungry for prayer. Next time a friend shares their heart with us, may your 
spirit stir an immediate desire to sit with them and turn to you to lament, confess, and 
share our gratitude. May these moments be messy, real, and filled with your presence! 



Devoted to Prayer 
Rev. Dr. Paul Suich, Parish Counselor 
Scripture: Psalm 116:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13 

What did the first Christians pray and why were they devoted to something that we 
consider optional?  

Jesus had taught his disciples to pray by daily example. Jesus taught his disciples 
to pray through parables, by telling them to pray, and by giving them prayers to 
pray. But why were they devoted to prayer? Why did they devote themselves to 
listening to God as well as to singing and talking to God in prayer? It would seem 
that this conversation is essential to life. 

If prayer is about eloquence, then no wonder we are not devoted to it. 

If prayer is about getting stuff, then we will only be devoted when we need stuff. 

If prayer is about telling God what God already knows, there won’t be any urgency. 

If prayer is an ongoing conversation with the one who loves us most dearly, if 
prayer is the time in the life of our congregation when we are drawn together in 
that love, if prayer is a chance to listen to the Spirit and express the depths of our 
hearts, then we might become devoted to the prayers as if it were essential to life.  

Listening well takes practice, so does expressing the hidden desires of the heart. 
May we be devoted to practicing together.  
  
Prayer: 
Listening God, God of prophesy and wisdom, God who speaks, take the spark of prayer 
that we have offered to you, and fan it into a flame that gives us light and warmth, that 
makes us devoted to listening to you and sharing with you. We pray in Jesus’s name.   
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A House of Prayer  
Rev. Dr. Zac McGowen 
Scripture: Matthew 21:12-16 

I once read a tragic story about a family in Colorado who was awakened by their neighbors after 
they noticed their home had been vandalized. The vandals had smeared dog feces, thrown 
eggs, and written racially-charged hate messages all over the house. When I read the story, I put 
myself in those people’s place: “What if such a thing happened to me?” I felt a sense of anger 
for those people. They were just living their lives, yet because someone didn’t like the color of 
their skin, they were targeted. What if that was me and my family? Wouldn’t I be enraged? I’m 
sure I would be; I’m sure most people would be. A home is supposed to be safe. It is supposed 
to be a refuge.  
  
When Jesus entered the Temple and saw how it was being used for dishonest gain, playing on 
people’s religious devotion to make a denarius, he was enraged. His Father’s house was being 
religiously vandalized by people who should have known better. The Jewish leadership were 
using the people to line their coffers, and rather than prompting people to a life of constancy 
and prayer, they were adding to the financial burdens the people already felt.  
  
Today, the Church is to be people who cling to the Lord, prayerfully considering how to do the 
work of Christ in various contexts. Prayer is not the job of the religious leadership, but it should 
be modeled by them so that the whole community understands the value of such devotion. This 
was central to the first Church in Acts 2, and it sets the stage for the house that we are building 
today. All of us are to be part of the prayer movement of God’s house.  
  
Prayer: 
Lord God, you have been a God who consistently communicates with your people, and you 
want us to be known as a people of prayer. Forgive me, Father, when I think prayer is something 
only certain people can do. Open me up to rhythms and routines that put me in regular 
conversation with you, and as part of your Church help me to say “yes” when times of 
communal prayer are offered. Let your congregations be people who gather to thank you, 
praise you, and ask for your power in prayer. In Jesus name. Amen. 



Psalm 61 
NIV 

1 Hear my cry, O God; 
listen to my prayer. 
2 From the ends of the earth I call to you, 
I call as my heart grows faint; 
lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 
3 For you have been my refuge, 
a strong tower against the foe. 
4 I long to dwell in your tent forever 
and take refuge in the shelter of your wings. 
5 For you, God, have heard my vows; 
you have given me the heritage of those who 
fear your name. 
6 Increase the days of the king’s life, 
his years for many generations. 
7 May he be enthroned in God’s presence 
forever; 
appoint your love and faithfulness to protect 
him. 
8 Then I will ever sing in praise of your name 
and fulfill my vows day after day.
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Together



Being Witnesses  
Rev. Dr. John Fullerton 
Scripture: Luke 24:46-49 

In college I learned the difference between centrifugal and centripetal force. Centrifugal 
force is a "center-fleeing" force that pushes away from the center like the Gravitron ride at 
the county fair. Look it up. It’s horrible. I rode it and nearly puked. Centripetal force is the 
opposite. It is a force moving toward a center, like the motion of the planets around the 
sun. 
  
Our faith is a centrifugal faith. It moves outward.  
  
Jesus told his followers several times they were to be his “witnesses” (Acts 1:8, Luke 
24:48). They were people who had seen things and their job was to tell others. Tell them 
of the prophecies which came to pass. Call for “repentance… to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem.” Like the shepherds in the Christmas story, ours is a faith that is shared with 
others.  
  
Author Rebecca Pippert once wrote, “Christians and non-Christians have something in 
common. We're all uptight about evangelism.” But for the first followers of Jesus, it wasn’t 
like that. They simply shared what they knew. It wasn’t “good news” because someone 
else said so. It was good news because they experienced it. They wanted others to 
experience it as well.  
  
The church began with centrifugal force. Each believer shared what they knew. It was that 
simple. That was and still is God’s plan. They came together to worship and be equipped 
to share their faith. They left their times together and invited people to join the movement. 
May we do the same.  
  
Prayer:   
Lord, remind us that at one point someone shared what the faith was all about so that we 
too could respond and commit to you. Gives us opportunities with friends and family to 
return the favor. Let us be good witnesses to you, Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Amen.



Witness to Others  
Josh Schweitzer, Director of Student Life Ministries 
Scripture: Matthew 5:13-16 

From the very beginning, God’s intention was to have a people for himself. Well, spoil 
alert, we blew that a few chapters into humanity’s story. Graciously, God loved us so much 
it wasn’t the fatal ending we’d led ourselves into. If you trace one of the main threads of 
Scripture from beginning to end, it’s that God has called out a people for Himself and how 
he intends to not only save us, but partner with us in bringing his kingdom in Heaven onto 
earth. 

When we dip our toe into the passage of Matthew, we see how the people of God are to 
mirror their Father by adding preservation, flavor, and light in the darkness. We’re to serve 
and obey God in such a way that our lives can be witnessed by others. As the world 
witnesses the unity of God’s people, their obedience to God’s perfect ways and their love 
of even their enemies, they may be drawn by the grace of God to the local church and 
ultimately to the Gospel. 

This drawing is something we can be a part of individually through our work friends, 
families, and friendships, but the primary way is through the church community. The love 
of God can be seen clearly between a group of Christians that can’t be witnessed by just 
the individual. Each church becomes a light house for the world around it. Each group of 
Christians adds another pocket of flavorful salt to an empty, starving world. 
  
Prayer:  
Father, thank you for our local church. Thank you for bringing us together in such a way 
that we can encourage, challenge, and impassion one another to pursue you all the more 
vibrantly. May we as a church love our enemies, care for the poor, and disciple all to love 
and obey you more. May this be what our community witnesses in watching us. Amen. 
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Witnessing to Each Other 
Dr. Jennifer Voigt, Modern Worship Arts Director 
Scripture: Ephesians 5:15-20 

Relationships within the body of Christ look different from those between nonbelievers. 
This has become painfully obvious to me in the arts. Grad school was incredibly difficult 
for me struggling with anxiety. When I would go through hard times and share that with 
our friends, their responses were not the same. While I was grateful for everyone’s love 
and support, there was only so much that “good vibes” and “self-care” could do for me. I 
needed God, and I found myself gravitating toward the people in my life who I knew 
understood that.  
             
On a hard day, I would seek out the believers among our friends and ask for prayer. Their 
words of comfort would remind me to stop looking at myself in judgment and turn my 
gaze back to the Father. I needed these reminders, and they eventually helped usher me 
into a time of spiritual growth unlike anything I had experienced before. I started to find 
myself responding to others this way. Believers or not, I would offer to pray with our 
friends on the spot when they were under stress and remind them that they were loved. 
Over time, I was surprised to find that those friends started to seek me out when they were 
under stress. It was like the truth and love of God was a magnet, and some part of them 
knew they needed it. 
  
Prayer:  
Father, give us insight into the effect that we have on others and that they have on us. 
When our spiritual family is struggling, help us to not run to the comforts of this world, but 
remind each other of your sovereignty, your strength, and your love! 



“And the Lord added to their number daily…” 
Rev. Dr. Paul Suich, Parish Counselor 
Scripture: Acts 2:42-47 

There is no strategy in the book of Acts to win souls. There are faithful people telling their 
neighbors good news. There are people who react to beatings and stonings by boldly 
affirming their faith. There are people who follow the urgings of God to go to the different, 
the marginalized, those in the highways and byways and tell them that everything they 
hope for is true in Jesus. Paul preached in Athens, in synagogues, and in homes and 
markets. There were quiet conversations and times that the Spirit sounded like a tornado. 
There was no one strategy that Christians devised. There were faithful Christians who 
opened their hearts, who put their faith into action, who chose boldness over safety.  

“And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” 

In 1979 at the Urbana Missions Conference, the persecuted Russian Christians prayed for 
us in America. They said that they knew their opponent, but that we faced an insidious 
enemy: greed and complacency. 

God is still adding to our number those who are being saved, but the number of people 
who are disillusioned is growing rapidly. I fear that Christians in America are more 
invested in winning at the ballot box than in sharing good news, in courting power than 
identifying with the marginalized, preserving control than boldly proclaiming the love of 
God for all. 

As the Lord adds, may he find us faithful. 

Prayer:  
God who saves, thank you for working all things together for good, for touching lives even 
as many people are leaving the faith “to do their own thing.” May we see the path of 
faithfulness clearly and follow Jesus on that path, speaking, listening, and loving boldly. 
Amen.  
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So Others May See  
Rev. Dr. Zac McGowen 
Scripture: John 8:12-18 

Have you ever noticed that anytime the lights go out in a room full of people there is an audible 
sound of fear? Gasps, maybe a shriek? And then when the lights come on a few moments later, 
or a person comes in the room with a flashlight, there is a sense of relief. People love the person 
who comes in with the light because darkness is disorienting and a bit frightening.  
  
This why the Gospels so often refer to Jesus, his ministry, and his message as “the light.” He was 
to be this welcome presence in the darkness of sin, and then all of his followers were to walk in 
and point to that light as the good news. This is what it means for the Church to bear witness to 
Christ. It means telling the story over and over again of what Jesus has done for us, and it means 
enacting that story through acts of goodness to the world. In Acts 2, the apostles performed 
miracles and the congregation shared everything together. They shared their resources and 
celebrated what God had done for them in Jesus Christ. This caused them to enjoy the favor of 
all people.  
  
Our witness is not supposed to be about how great we are as people or even how great our 
congregation is, but as a people we are to share how great Jesus is. Jesus said, “you will be MY 
witnesses.” (Acts 1:8). The testimony of the Church is only as strong as it remains faithful to 
pointing to Jesus in what we say and what we do. This is how we let our “good works shine 
before others” so “they may praise our Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).  
  
Prayer:  
God of Light and God of Love, thank you for the work of Jesus Christ. Thank you for the mercy 
and the grace you have shown us in his life. Help me to be a person who gets excited about 
pointing to him. Give me a passion for turning on the light of Jesus in the middle of every dark 
place I find myself, and give our congregation a passion for sharing the news and the ministry of 
Christ with our neighbors and the world. Help us to enjoy the favor of all people as we remain 
faithful to your call. In Jesus name. Amen. 



Psalm 117 
NIV 

1 Praise the LORD, all you nations; 
extol him, all you peoples. 
2 For great is his love toward us, 
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures 
forever. 
Praise the LORD.
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